
Acts	8:1-24	The	Gospel	is	Not	Negotiable	
	

I. The	Message	Goes	To	Judea	and	Samaria	(1-8)	
A. The	Gospel	Moves	Out	From	Jerusalem	(1-4)	

1. The	Church	is	Forced	Away	From	Jerusalem	(1)	
a. Stephen’s	Sermon	Sparks	Violent	Persecution	

i. Stephen’s	direct	preaching	against	the	Sanhedrin	
shows	just	how	dangerous	the	message	is	

ii. Saul	(the	student	of	Gamliel)	agrees	with	the	
decision	to	execute	Stephen	

iii. According	to	the	Jewish	Leadership,	Stephen	and	
the	believers	were	committing	blasphemy	
against	God	

iv. A	full	scale	violent	persecution	broke	out	against	
everyone	who	confesses	Jesus	as	Lord	

• Now	they	weren’t	just	getting	arrested	
and	questioned	

• Now	they	were	being	put	to	death		
b. The	Church	scatters	Into	the	Countryside	

i. To	escape	the	persecution,	believers	took	refuge	
in	the	villages	and	towns	of	Judea	and	Samaria	

ii. The	Apostles	themselves	remained	in	Jerusalem	
–	they	continued	to	lead	the	church	there	

2. The	Church	Endures	Great	Suffering	(2-3)	
a. The	Church	Mourns	Stephen’s	Death	(2)	

i. These	“devout	men”	who	mourned	Stephen	are	
not	identified	

ii. They	are	probably	Jewish	men	who	believe	in	
Jesus	

iii. Stephen	is	buried	with	honor	and	the	injustice	of	
his	murder	is	apparent	to	all	

b. The	Church	is	Oppressed	By	Saul	(3)	
i. While	in	fear	and	mourning,	Saul	continues	to	

violently	persecute	the	church	
ii. Saul	seeks	out	believers	and	arrests	them,	

preparing	them	for	trial	and	execution	
• Notice	that	the	believers	were	meeting	in	
homes,	teaching	and	worshiping.		

• The	persecution	was	an	organized	effort	
by	the	Sanhedrin	and	Jewish	leaders	as	
well	as	Saul.	

• Believers	were	being	tracked	down	
systematically	and	persecuted	

• Is	Saul	beyond	hope?	
3. The	Church	Scatters	the	Word	of	Christ	(4)	



a. In	the	midst	of	mourning	and	suffering,	the	church	
continued	to	preach	as	it	moved	out	from	Jerusalem	

b. The	death	of	Stephen	and	persecution	was	an	awful	
turn	of	events,	but	God	used	it	to	fulfill	the	church’s	
mandate	to	go	into	Judea	and	Samaria	

B. Philip	Brings	The	Gospel	To	Samaria	(5-8)	
1. Crowds	in	Samaria	Hear	Philip’s	Preaching	(5)	

a. Philip	(another	“deacon”	with	Stephen)	went	into	the	
region	of	Samaria	to	preach	Jesus	

b. The	Samaritans	are	being	offered	the	fulfillment	of	
God’s	covenant	with	Abraham	

i. Samaritans	and	Jews	hated	each	other.	The	
Samaritans	were	“half-breeds.”		

ii. When	Assyria	conquered	the	Northern	Kingdom	
of	Israel	(2	Kings	17:5-6),	they	deported	most	of	
the	Israelites	and	brought	in	colonists	from	all	
over	the	empire.	These	people	intermarried	and	
produced	what	the	Jews	called	Samaritans	

2. Crowds	in	Samaria	Witness	the	Gospel’s	Power	(6-7)	
a. Philip	was	given	apostolic	authority	to	represent	the	12	

as	he	went	about	preaching	
b. Philip	spoke	directly	to	the	crowds	in	Samaria,	and	they	

listened	intently	to	his	message	
c. Philip	also	did	many	signs	and	wonders	before	the	

crowds	as	God	authenticated	Philip’s	message	
3. Crowds	in	Samaria	Rejoice	in	the	Gospel’s	Power	(8)	

a. The	people	rejoiced	because	the	kingdom	of	God	had	
finally	come	and	the	fulfillment	of	the	promise	was	at	
hand	

b. Remember	the	Samaritan	woman	at	the	well	(John	4),	
the	Samaritans	looked	forward	to	God’s	promises	

II. The	Message	Is	Non-Negotiable	(9-24)	
A. The	Kingdom	of	God	is	“Received”	by	Simon	(9-13)	

1. Simon	The	Famous	Magician	(8-11)	
a. Simon	Practiced	Magic	in	Samaria	(9a)	

i. This	doesn’t	mean	he	was	pulling	rabbits	out	of	
hats	

ii. The	“sorcery”	he	was	doing	was	probably	not	
what	you	might	think	of	as	modern	day	
witchcraft	

iii. He	probably	was	paid	to	use	spells,	rituals,	and	
incantations	to	overcome	problems	or	
difficulties	–	sort	of	like	a	witch	doctor	

• For	example,	people	may	have	come	to	
him	seeking	a	spell	or	sacrifice	to	give	



them	a	good	harvest,	repair	a	
relationship,	or	heal	a	disease.		

b. Simon	Claimed	to	be	Someone	Great	(9b)	
i. The	important	thing	to	remember	is	not	the	

occultism	of	Simon	–	it	is	his	desire	for	fame	and	
notoriety	

ii. Simon	seems	to	be	spurred	on	by	the	desire	for	
fortune,	fame,	and	prestige	throughout	this	
episode	

c. Simon	Gained	Fame	By	His	Magic	(10-11)	
i. The	people	gave	Simon	great	acclaim	because	of	

the	things	he	did.		
ii. “To	whom	they	all	gave	heed”	–	notice	that	rich,	

poor,	educated,	and	uneducated	–	everyone	was	
enthralled	by	Simon’s	abilities	

iii. They	saw	him	as	the	great	power	of	God	–	This	is	
probably	what	Simon	himself	was	also	saying.	He	
either	claimed	to	be	divine	himself	or	to	wield	
the	power	of	God.	

2. Simon	is	“Converted?”	(12-13)	
a. The	Samaritans	Believed	the	Kingdom	Gospel	(12)	

i. The	people	of	Samaria	believed	the	preaching	of	
Philip	and	was	baptized	in	Jesus’	name,	obeying	
the	call	of	the	gospel	

ii. Notice	Philip	was	preaching	the	Kingdom	of	God	
–	this	is	God’s	rule	in	the	hearts	of	men.	This	is	
his	lordship	over	every	aspect	of	their	lives	and	
he	preached	that	this	rule	is	now	a	reality	
through	the	name	of	Jesus.	

iii. This	is	the	same	message	the	Apostles	were	
preaching	in	Jerusalem	

b. Simon	“believed”	with	the	Samaritans?	(13a)	
i. Simon	was	no	doubt	sincere	in	his	belief	of	

Philip’s	message.	We	will	see	that	he	doesn’t	
truly	believe	the	gospel	in	order	to	be	right	with	
God	

ii. Simon	“believes”	in	order	to	gain	power	and	
prestige	for	himself.	

c. Simon	Was	Awed	By	the	Power	of	God	(13b)	
i. Simon	follows	Philip	and	revels	over	the	signs	

and	wonders	that	God	does	through	Philip	
ii. Notice	that	Simon’s	focus	is	not	on	redemption	

or	relationship	with	God	–	it	is	always	on	the	
power	and	the	signs	

iii. Simon	sought	to	add	this	power	to	his	own	for	
personal	gain	



iv. Simon	was	willing	to	follow	Philip	around	
learning	and	watching	the	miracles	

B. The	Kingdom	of	God	Moves	To	the	Samaritans	(14-17)	
1. Peter	and	John	Come	To	Confirm	the	Gospel	(14)	

a. Word	comes	to	Jerusalem	that	the	Samaritans	were	
accepting	the	gospel	and	being	baptized	

b. Peter	and	John	go	out	to	see	these	events	
i. They	were	probably	amazed	that	salvation	was	

going	forth	to	those	outside	the	Jewish	
community	

ii. This	would	have	been	scandalous	to	hard	line	
Jewish	people	

c. Peter	and	John	confirm	Philip’s	endeavors	in	the	gospel	
(15)	

i. The	Apostles	come	to	Samaria	and	pray	that	the	
Holy	Ghost	would	come	upon	the	Samaritan	
believers	

ii. This	is	a	special	situation	in	redemptive	history	
(see	below)	

2. The	Holy	Spirit	Delayed	in	Coming	to	Samaritans	(16)	
	
Question:	Why	didn’t	the	Holy	Spirit	indwell	the	Samaritans	at	their	conversion?		
Answer:	This	was	an	extraordinary	situation.	We	see	these	extraordinary	
circumstances	in	Acts	every	time	salvation	moves	to	a	new	people	group.	Until	this	
point,	salvation	was	only	for	Jews.	Now	it	goes	to	the	Samaritans.	We	will	see	
extraordinary	circumstances	when	the	gospel	goes	to	the	Gentiles	(Acts	10)	and	
finally	we	will	see	these	same	circumstances	when	the	gospel	goes	to	John’s	
disciples	(Acts	19)	in	fulfillment	of	the	promise	of	John	the	Baptist.	
Question:	Why	was	it	necessary	for	Peter	and	John	to	come	and	pray?	
Answer:	First,	the	entire	New	Testament	church	was	Jewish	and	there	was	a	great	
deal	of	hatred	between	Jews	and	Samaritans.	There	were	also	great	differences	
between	their	beliefs.	The	Samaritans	only	accepted	the	first	five	books	of	the	Old	
Testament	and	they	worshiped	on	Mount	Gerazim	rather	than	Jerusalem.		
	 If	Peter	and	John	had	not	come	to	confirm	the	conversion	of	the	Samaritans,	
there	would	have	been	division	in	the	church	just	like	there	was	among	the	people.	
There	may	have	been	a	Jewish	church	and	a	Samaritan	church.	The	Apostles	came	to	
verify	that	God	had	indeed	opened	the	door	to	the	Samaritans	to	be	saved	and	to	be	
part	of	Christ’s	one	true	church.	This	is	also	why	the	Holy	Spirit	sovereignly	delayed	
His	coming	upon	the	people.	There	needed	to	be	a	witness	that	the	church	was	
unified.		
Question:	Does	the	Holy	Spirit	ever	delay	His	coming	upon	believers	today?	
Answer:	No.	We	only	see	these	circumstances	as	salvation	spread	to	new	people	
groups.	It	was	a	transitional	period	between	Old	and	New	Covenants.		
	
	

3. The	Holy	Spirit	Came	Upon	Them	at	the	Apostle’s	Hands	(17)	



	
Question:	Does	the	“laying	on	of	hands”	cause	the	reception	of	the	Spirit	today?	

-	No	New	Testament	teaching	epistle	implies	that	people	can	be	saved	
without	receiving	the	Holy	Spirit	
-	Paul	never	includes	the	power	to	impart	the	Spirit	through	laying	on	of	
hands	in	any	list	of	spiritual	gifts	
-	Paul	is	thankful	that	he	didn’t	baptize	many	of	the	Corinthian	believers	in	1	
Corinthians.	This	would	be	strange	if	he	had	to	lay	his	hands	on	every	one	in	
order	for	them	to	receive	the	Holy	Spirit.	
-	There	is	no	mention	of	“laying	on	of	hands”	when	the	Gentile	Cornelius	
receives	the	Spirit	at	salvation	
-	Romans	8:9	tells	us	that	anyone	who	does	not	have	the	Spirit	does	not	
belong	to	Christ	

	
C. The	Kingdom	of	God	Cannot	Be	Bargained	(18-24)	

1. Simon	Desires	to	Purchase	the	Power	of	God	(18-19)	
a. Simon	sees	a	mighty	power	of	God	in	the	Apostles	

i. This	power	rivals	everything	he	has	ever	done	
ii. He	immediately	desires	to	have	this	power	
iii. He	believes	he	has	found	the	source	of	the	power	

of	the	gospel	
b. Simon	doesn’t	desire	God,	only	God’s	power	

i. Simon	doesn’t	desire	a	right	relationship	with	
God	

• He	doesn’t	desire	forgiveness	for	his	sin	
• There	is	no	indication	that	he	
understands	his	sin	at	all	

ii. Simon	doesn’t	desire	to	be	empowered	by	the	
Spirit	

• Notice	that	he	wants	to	have	the	power	to	
let	the	Spirit	come	upon	others	

• No	doubt	he	wants	to	profit	monetarily	
from	this	power	

• He	wants	to	increase	his	fame		
2. Peter	Rebuke’s	Simon	(20-23)	

a. Peter	Condemns	Simon	For	Pride	and	Wickedness	(20)	
i. Peter	says,	“To	hell	with	you	and	your	money.”	

• “Take	your	money	where	you	are	going”	
• You	wouldn’t	want	Peter	as	your	pastor	
• Peter	doesn’t	play	for	a	second	with	
Simon	

• It	is	unclear	whether	Philip	thought	
Simon	was	actually	a	Christian,	but	the	
fact	that	he	was	allowed	to	follow	Philip	
suggests	that	he	did	



ii. Peter	rebukes	Simon	because	he	“thought	that	
the	gift	of	God	could	be	bought	with	money.”	

• The	gift	of	God	here	is	not	just	a	
manifestation	of	the	Spirit	

• The	gift	of	God	is	salvation	itself,	which	
includes	the	reception	of	the	Holy	Spirit	

• Simon	thought	this	Spirit	giving	was	just	
another,	more	powerful,	phase	in	God’s	
work	–	Peter	makes	sure	he	knows	that	
this	is	salvation	itself	

b. Peter	Declares	Simon	Unconverted	(21)	
i. Simon	has	no	part	or	lot	(i.e.	inheritance)	in	this	

matter	
• Not	only	is	Simon	not	going	to	receive	
power,	but	Simon	does	not	even	have	a	
share	in	the	salvation	of	God	

• Simon	is	not	a	part	of	God’s	Kingdom	
ii. Simon’s	Heart	is	not	right	in	God’s	Sight	

• This	is	why	Simon	is	unconverted	–	it	is	a	
problem	with	his	heart	

• He	is	not	forsaken	because	he	offered	
money	to	receive	God’s	power,	he	offered	
money	to	receive	God’s	power	because	
his	heart	is	not	right	with	God	

• His	pride,	deceit,	and	selfishness	comes	
from	the	fact	that	his	heart	is	not	right	
with	God	

c. Peter	Commands	Simon	Repent	in	Humility	(22-23)	
i. Simon	must	Repent	of	His	Wickedness	(22)	

• Notice	that	Peter	calls	what	Simon	has	
done	“wickedness”	

• What	he	has	done	is	not	a	mistake	or	a	
misunderstanding	–	it	was	evil.		

• Attempting	to	bargain	with	and	bribe	God	
with	anything	is	to	add	more	sin	on	top	of	
sin	

• Instead	of	humbling	himself	and	
submitting	to	Christ,	and	is	using	the	Lord	
as	a	commodity	to	gain	what	he	wants	

• He	is	using	God	for	his	own	desires	
ii. Simon	must	come	to	God	Humbly		

• Notice	that	he	says	“if	perhaps”	(if	
possible)		

• Simon	must	repent	and	pray	that	if	it	is	
possible,	God	would	forgive	him	



• The	question	is	not	whether	Simon	is	
going	to	accept	God,	the	question	is	
whether	God	will	accept	Simon	

• He	must	come	repentant,	with	fear	and	
trembling,	humble	and	ready	to	submit	to	
Christ.	

iii. Simon	is	Still	Lost	(23)	
• Simon	is	still	poisoned	by	bitterness	
• Simon	is	still	in	bondage	to	his	sin		

3. Simon	Asks	Peter	To	Mediate	For	Him	(24)	
a. Simon	Doesn’t	Repent,	He	asks	Peter	to	Intercede	For	

Him	
i. Instead	of	coming	to	God	with	heart	broken,	

Simon	wants	Peter	to	pray	
ii. He	still	doesn’t	care	about	being	right	with	God,	

he	just	wants	to	avoid	the	bad	circumstances	
iii. He	wants	someone	else	to	do	it	for	him	–	

anything	to	keep	from	humbling	himself	
b. Simon	Refuses	the	command	of	the	Gospel	


