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God’s Problem
The question in saving 

sinners was this: How could 
God who is holy and just deal 
with sinners as they deserve 
and still deliver them from 
the punishment of their sins?

Since the debt of sins had 
to be paid, a substitute had to 
be found if sinners were to be 
delivered from this 
obligation.

Only God Himself was 
qualified to be this substitute. 
According to divine plan, 
God the Son came to earth, 
received a sinless human 
nature, submitted to 
crucifixion, and while on the 
cross, received the divine 
wrath for sinners as their 
substitute (Isa. 53:10).

The Atonement
Why did Jesus have to die?
Was it Necessary?          Was it Effective?         How does it Save us?

Atonement had to be made 
before God could deliver sinners 
from the guilt, debt, ruin, and 
bondage of their sins and could 
bring them into a right relation 
with Himself. This is expressed by 
the words of John 3:16: “For God 
so loved the world that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believes on Him should 
not perish but have everlasting 
life.”

Why did the Father give the 
Son? Why must sinners believe in 
the Savior to receive eternal life?

THE ATONEMENT LEADS TO AT-ONE-MENT WITH GOD
We have already seen the magnitude of God’s 

holiness and righteousness. We also have 
seen our own corrupt sin. Our sin and 
God’s justice cannot be reconciled. Man 
is sinful and guilty, there is absolutely 
nothing he can do about it. Likewise, 
God is perfect and holy and He can be 
nothing else. Because of these two 

opposing truths, a perfect sacrifice had to be made so 
that man could be reconciled to God. 
Because of Christ’s atonement, the 
believer can be “at one” with God. 
This is why atonement leads to at - one - 
ment. The Father poured out all the 
wrath and punishment on the Son, which 
the sinner deserves. 
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JESUS’ SACRIFICE WAS ENOUGH!

The Scriptures teach that by His death Jesus 
satisfied God’s demands against sinners, for His law 
requires their death (Eze. 18:20; Rom. 6:23). 

By His atoning work the Lord Jesus paid for 
something He did not need for Himself and that 
could be divinely applied to the account of others (2 
Co. 5:18-20). Yet, His atonement is not applied to the 
sinner’s account until he exercises salvational faith in 
the Savior (Acts 10:43). When He died, Jesus paid 
what God demanded of sinners and he now offers to 
everyone through the Gospel. This payment is 
divinely applied when the sinner trusts in Jesus and 
His atoning work for his salvation. 

Until he receives the Savior, the sinner is still 
obligated to pay the debt of his sins, despite our 
Lord’s atoning work. However, at the time he trusts 
in Jesus and His atoning work, the gospel believer 
receives the value of Jesus’ sacrifice on his account, 
which is rendered “paid in full” (Eph. 1:7).

If sinners accept the Lord’s atoning work by 
faith, God applies its value to their accounts; if 

sinners do not trust in the Savior as their substitute, 
then they themselves must bear the punishment of 
their sins (John 3:36).

1. It is wrong to sentence 
an innocent man to die for a 
guilty one. - It would indeed 
be wrong for a judge to punish 
an innocent man for another’s 

crime. However, Jesus was not 
sentenced for sin against His 
will. He willingly died in place of 
sinners (John 10:18). 

2. How could a few hours of 
suffering pay for the whole 
world eternally? - The 
importance of the sacrifice of 
the Son of God is not measured 
by the duration of time He 
suffered, but by the quality of 
Him who suffered. It was the 
perfect judge Himself who 
suffered for our sins. The value 
of the atonement is not found in 

the sufferings, but in the worth 
of the one who suffered.

3. Guilt cannot be 
transferred from one person 
to another - Guilt is not the 
same as the effects of sin. We 
still feel the effects of sin in our 
lives, but the obligation to “pay 
for” those sins is what is 
removed from us and placed on 
the shoulders of Christ. The 
cross was a legal transaction. 
Our sins were judicially 
transferred to the Savior and He 
bore their punishment.

GOD IS THE JUDGE, THE SACRIFICE, AND THE VICTIM OF OUR SIN
It is utterly amazing that the very one against whom we have sinned, and who judges the 

world in righteousness, came to earth to willingly die in the place of those who had sinned 
against Him. “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him.” (Romans 5:8-9)

COMMON OBJECTIONS TO THE CROSS
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Jesus’ Crucifixion
Psalm 22:6-21 speaks of the 

sufferings 
Jesus 
experienced 
on the cross. 
His mental 
suffering is 

indicated by His being despised 
(v. 6), mocked (v. 7-8), and the 
object of ridicule (v. 17-18), for 

crucified 
victims were 
naked. Jesus 
also suffered 
physically (v. 

12-18). But in faith He looked to 
the Lord for help (v. 19-21). And 
when it seemed that He could 

endure no 
more, God 
intervened. 
The Savior’s 
atoning 
work was 

done; Then He cried, “It is 
finished.” (John 19:30).

Crucifixion
Death by crucifixion was the most 
shameful punishment that was 
inflicted in those times. To be 
crucified was to be identified with 
the lowest criminals. Roman law 
forbade the crucifixion of Roman 
citizens. The lowest term of 
reproach that a Roman could apply 
to another was “crucifer” or 
“crossbearer.” 

Crucifixion was an agonizing 
experience, with the victim living 
from two to seven days. Torn flesh 
and infected wounds, taut muscles 
and swollen tissues, the unnatural 
position of the body, the heat of the 
sun and the cold of night, the bites 
of insects and the attacks of animals 
combined to make this a most 
excruciating experience

THE BLOOD OF CHRIST

The shedding of blood and its 
being offered on an altar (Lev. 
17:11) was God’s arrangement for 
atoning for people’s sins. Although 
these animal blood sacrifices could 
not take away sins (Heb. 10:4, 11) 
or purge the conscience of guilt 
(Heb. 9:9; 10:1-3), they pointed to 
the coming Lamb of God who, by 
His sacrifice, would take away the 
sins of the world (John 1:29; Heb. 
9:14, 23-26; 10:5; 1 John 3:5).

THE SIGNIFICANCE
Throughout the Bible, the 

shedding of blood is a symbol of 
violent death. Jacob understood 
this when he saw Joseph’s gory 
coat (Gen. 37:33). A murderer was 
said to have upon him the blood  
of the person whom he killed (2 
Sam. 1:16). 33 of the 41 references 
to “blood” in the New Testament 
speak of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice. 

Upon trusting in Jesus as 
Savior and receiving the divine 
application of His atoning work, 
the gospel believer is forgiven of 
all his or her sins (Eph. 1:7; Rev. 
1:5), cleansed of sin’s defilement 
(Heb. 9:14), redeemed to God 
(Col. 1:20), sanctified (Heb. 13:12), 
made near to God (Eph. 2:13), and 
made a recipient of the salvational 

promises of the new covenant, 
which Jesus mediated by His 
atoning sacrifice. 

The Christian Life 

Because  of Jesus’ blood, or 
atoning sacrifice, we who are saved 
have an approach unto God (Heb. 
10:19), and we experience divine 
parental forgiveness (1 John 1:7, 9), 
spiritual renewal (John 6:54-56), 
fellowship with Jesus and His 
people (1 Co. 10:16), and victory 
over our spiritual enemies (Rev. 
12:11).

We thank God for the blood 
of His Son and for what it means. 
At salvation we were delivered 
from the authority of our spiritual 
enemies by our Lord’s blood, and 
now we can experience daily 
victory through His blood by 
acknowledging His purchasing us, 
submitting to His authority, 
resisting in His name, and doing 
His will in His strength (James 4:7; 
Gal. 5:16).
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INCORRECT VIEWS OF THE 
ATONEMENT

The Bible teaches that Jesus’ death was a 
penal substitution. This means He paid the 
punishment (penal) in our place (substitution). 
There are many views of Christ’s death that do 
not hold up biblically, but are nevertheless 
believed by many people. 

1. The Ransom to Satan Theory - This 
view says that Jesus was a ransom paid to 
Satan, who had claim to all men’s souls because 
of sin. Isaiah 53:10 says, “Yet it pleased the 
Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: 
when thou shalt make his soul an offering for 
sin…” It was the Father 

2. The Moral Influence Theory - This 
view says that God did not require the 
payment of a penalty for sin, but that Christ’s 
death was simply a way in which God showed 
how much he loved human beings by 

identifying with their sufferings, even to the 
point of death. However, 2 Corinthians 5:21 
says, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.”

3. The Example Theory - This view also 
denies God’s requiring a payment for sin. It 
says that Christ simply provides us with an 
example of how we should trust and obey God 
perfectly, even if that trust and obedience 
leads to a horrible death. Support for this view 
is usually found in 1 Peter 2:21, “For even 
hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow his steps.” This view says that 
man can save himself by following in the 
footsteps of Christ. 

4.The Governmental Theory - This view 
says that God is all-powerful and need not 
have a payment to set sin aside. However, God 
demonstrated that when His laws are broken 
some kind of penalty is inferred. Christ’s death 
was a representation of God’s justice to 
us...but it doesn’t necessary pay for us. 

ATONEMENT MEANS IT IS FINISHED
Christ paid for sin once and for all. This means that believers are never again faced with 
the wretchedness of their sin. The Father accepts Christ’s work as the full payment for 
sin. This means the Father will never again bring to mind the sin of believers. They have 
all been atoned in the death of Jesus...Once and for all time. 
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STUDY QUESTIONS
Please answer these 

questions according to what 
you think. Don’t worry about 
“right and wrong” answers. I 
want us to explore or 
thoughts and feelings 
regarding the atonement.

1. Think about how many 
times in your life you have 
sinned against God after 
He gave you life and 
blessings. If someone were 
to wrong you as much as 
you have sinned, what 
would they have to do for 
you to forgive them…
honestly? Why?

_______________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
______________

2. How would you feel if 
God still required you to 
slaughter an animal on the 
altar to get forgiveness? 
Think about the sights, the 
smells, and the mess. 

_______________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

__________________________
______________

3. Because of the cross, all 
the sins of believers are 
“paid in full” and God casts 
them as far as the east is 
from the west. How does it 
feel to think that God has 
“forgotten” all your sin and 
He sees you as perfect?

_______________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

4. As we walk through 
life, is it easy to forget 
Jesus “paid it all,” and go 
back to thinking that God 
is judging us by our 
performance? Why do you 
think this is?
_______________________

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

5. How would our 
thinking and actions 
change if we consciously 
kept our focus on Christ’s 
work instead of thinking 
God is judging us by our 
performance?

_______________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

6. Make a conscious effort 
to focus on Jesus’ payment 
for you next week. 
Remember that your price 
is paid in full and the 
Father no longer sees you 
according to your 
performance, but 
according to Jesus’ 
payment. Note how this 
changes your attitudes, 
actions, and mindset.
_______________________

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________


