
Genesis	22:1-19		Abraham’s	Ultimate	Test	of	Faith	
	

I. The	Unbelievable	Command	(1-2)	
A. God	Tests	Abraham	(1a)	

1. The	Reader	is	Told	That	This	is	a	Test	of	Abraham	
2. Abraham	Does	Not	Realize	it	Is	A	Test	Until	It’s	Over	
3. Abraham	Thinks	God	Is	Asking	The	Unthinkable	

B. God’s	Command	To	Abraham	(1b-2)	
1. Offer	Him	As	A	Burnt	Offering	

a. Abraham	is	asked	to	sacrifice	what	is	most	precious	to	
him	

i. Notice	the	repetition	–	thy	son,	they	only	son,	
whom	you	love	

ii. God	realizes	He	is	asking	for	the	most	precious	
thing	in	Abraham’s	life	

iii. God	still	commands	this	today	–	Leave	all	and	
follow	me	

b. Abraham	is	asked	to	do	the	one	thing	that	will	nullify	
the	promise	God	made	to	him	

i. Is	God	withdrawing	His	promise?	
ii. Obeying	God	here	would	destroy	the	promise	

itself	
c. Abraham	is	asked	to	sacrifice	him	as	a	burnt	offering	

i. First,	the	animal’s	throat	is	cut	
ii. Second,	the	animal	is	dismembered	
iii. Third,	the	animal	is	completely	burned	on	the	

altar	
d. Imagine	what	is	going	through	Abraham’s	mind!	

2. Take	Your	Beloved	Son	To	Moriah	
a. Note:	Here	Abraham	is	called	to	the	“land”	(or	area)	of	

Moriah	
b. 2	Chronicles	3:1	-	Then	Solomon	began	to	build	the	

house	of	the	LORD	at	Jerusalem	in	mount	Moriah…	
c. It	is	possible	(not	certain)	that	Abraham	is	called	to	

sacrifice	his	son	very	close	to	the	place	where	the	
promised	see	will	be	sacrificed	on	the	cross	

II. The	Unbelievable	Faith	Of	Abraham	(3-10)	
A. Abraham	Prepares	For	The	Sacrifice	(3)	

1. He	Arises	Early	The	Next	Morning	
a. Abraham’s	Thoughts	are	Not	recorded.	I	wonder	what	

kind	of	night	he	had?	
b. Abraham	rises	first	thing	the	next	day	and	begins	

preparations	–	he	is	obeying	God	immediately	
2. He	Takes	Two	Men	With	His	Son	
3. He	Splits	The	Wood	Himself	For	The	Burnt	Offering	

B. Abraham	Obeys	With	A	Heart	Of	Hope	And	Faith	(4-8)	



1. Abraham	Believes	His	Son	Will	Return	(4-5)	
a. Abraham	sees	the	destination	on	the	3rd	day	(4)	

i. On	the	three	day	journey,	what	was	going	
through	Abraham’s	mind	

ii. Isaac	and	the	other	two	men	were	talking	
laughing	like	any	other	day	

iii. Abraham	would	have	to	look	at	his	son	around	
the	campfire,	sleeping	next	to	him,	and	walking	
on	their	journey	knowing	what	was	going	to	
happen	

iv. Abraham	has	plenty	of	time	to	change	his	mind	
b. Abraham	tells	the	men	to	wait	
c. Abraham	says	“we”	(he	and	Isaac)	will	return	

i. Abraham	is	not	lying	here	–	he	truly	believes	that	
both	he	and	Isaac	will	return	from	the	mountain	

ii. Hebrews	11:17-19	lets	us	see	what	Abraham	is	
thinking	-	By	faith	Abraham,	when	he	was	tried,	
offered	up	Isaac:	and	he	that	had	received	the	
promises	offered	up	his	only	begotten	son,	18	Of	
whom	it	was	said,	That	in	Isaac	shall	thy	seed	be	
called:	19	Accounting	that	God	was	able	to	raise	
him	up,	even	from	the	dead;	from	whence	also	
he	received	him	in	a	figure.	

iii. Abraham	has	no	idea	what	is	going	to	happen	
but	he	knows	that	God	is	a	promise	keeper	

iv. God	has	intervened	at	every	point	to	keep	the	
promise	in	tact	

2. Abraham	and	Isaac	Begin	The	Walk	Up	The	Mountain	(6)	
a. Abraham	placed	the	wood	on	Isaac	to	carry	

i. Notice	that	Isaac	is	not	a	little	toddler.	He	is	able	
to	carry	enough	wood	for	a	burnt	offering	

ii. God	calls	Isaac	a	“lad”	in	v.12	–	the	same	thing	
God	calls	Ishmael	in	the	previous	chapter	(who	
was	a	teenager)	

iii. Isaac	is	carrying	the	wood	on	which	he	will	be	
sacrificed	to	the	place	of	sacrifice	–	remind	you	
of	anything?	

b. Abraham	takes	the	fire	and	knife	“in	his	hand”	
c. Abraham	and	Isaac	walk	up	the	mountain	

i. Abraham	is	moving	steadily	forward	knowing	
what	is	about	to	happen	

3. Abraham	Trusts	That	God	Will	Provide	a	Sacrifice	(7-8a)	
a. Isaac	asks	why	they	have	no	animal	to	sacrifice	(7)	

i. Isaac	breaks	the	silence	by	asking	about	the	
animal	for	sacrifice	



ii. Perhaps	Isaac	is	getting	the	impression	that	
something	is	wrong	here.	

b. Abraham	says,	God	will	provide	“for	Himself”	a	lamb	(8)	
i. Abraham	is	not	deceiving	Isaac	–	he	is	speaking	

with	faith	and	hope	–	perhaps	his	eyes	look	
toward	heaven	prayerfully	as	he	says	it	

ii. He	is	desperately	hoping	and	trusting	that	God	
knows	what	He	is	doing	

C. Abraham’s	Trust	Is	Demonstrated	in	Obedience	(9-10)	
1. Abraham	Builds	The	Altar	(9)	
2. Abraham	Binds	Isaac	on	The	Altar	

a. All	burnt	offerings	were	bound	–	this	doesn’t	
necessarily	mean	Isaac	was	tied	up	so	he	couldn’t	get	
away	

b. Many	point	to	the	fact	that	Isaac	had	to	have	submitted	
willingly	because	he	was	surely	stronger	and	faster	that	
the	old	man	Abraham	

3. Abraham	Readies	the	Knife	to	Slaughter	Isaac	(10)	
III. The	Unimaginable	Provision	and	Promise	of	God	(11-19)	

A. God	Halts	The	Sacrifice	of	Isaac	(11-12)	
1. The	Angel	of	The	Lord	Speaks	From	Heaven	(11)	

a. Once	again	we	see	“The	Angel	of	The	Lord”	is	the	pre-
incarnate	Christ.		

b. He	speaks	as	the	Angel	of	the	Lord,	but	says	“you	have	
not	withheld	your	son	from	ME”	(v.	12)	

2. The	Angel	of	The	Lord	Stops	Abraham	From	Sacrificing	Isaac	
(12a)	

3. God	Recognizes	Abraham’s	Faith	and	Fear	of	The	Lord	(12b)	
a. “Now	I	Know	That	You	Fear	God”	–	God	reveals	to	

Abraham	that	this	has	been	a	test	of	Abraham’s	faith	
b. God	says	“now	I	know”	not	because	God	did	not	know	

what	was	going	to	happen,	but	in	recognition	of	
Abraham’s	faith	

B. God	Provides	a	Substitute	Sacrifice	(13-14)	
1. Abraham	Sees	A	Ram	in	The	Thicket	(13)	

a. Abraham	Sacrifices	the	Ram	“in	His	Son’s	Place”	
b. God	Himself	provides	a	sacrifice	that	stands	in	for	Isaac	

–	a	substitute		
2. Abraham	Calls	The	Place	“The	Lord	Provides”	

a. Jehovah-Jireh	(more	accurately	Yahweh	Yireh)		
b. Technically	this	says	The	Lord	who	sees	but	the	

meaning	is	“The	Lord	Sees	To	it”	i.e.	The	Lord	Provides	
c. So	the	mountain	was	called	“of	the	Lord	it	shall	be	seen	

[to]”	–	because	God	“saw	to”	providing	a	sacrifice.	
d. The	Lord	who	Tests	is	the	Lord	Who	Provides	



3. Abraham’s	Provision	is	a	Picture	of	God	Providing	His	Son	as	a	
Substitute	Sacrifice	For	His	People.	

C. God	Promises	Blessing	On	Abraham	And	His	Seed	(15-18)	
1. God	Swears	By	Himself	(15-16a)	

Hebrews 6:13-14 - For	when	God	made	the	promise	to	
Abraham,	since	He	could	swear	by	no	one	greater,	He	swore	by	
Himself,	saying,	“I	WILL	SURELY	BLESS	YOU	AND	I	WILL	SURELY	
MULTIPLY	YOU.”	

2. God	Will	Bless	Abraham	For	His	Faithful	Obedience	(16b-17a)	
a. God	will	multiply	his	seed	
b. God	will	give	him	victory	over	his	enemies	
c. God	will	bless	the	nations	through	his	seed	

i. “because	you	have	obeyed	my	voice”	
d. Notice	that	these	are	basically	the	same	things	God	has	

already	promised	Abraham.		
i. God	has	tested	Abraham’s	faith	and	proven	(to	

Abraham)	that	it	is	genuine	
ii. God	has	not	just	made	a	covenant	and	hung	a	

promise	around	Abraham’s	neck	
iii. God	has	brought	Abraham	into	the	covenant	

with	Him	by	giving	Him	a	heart	of	faith	that	fears	
God	and	obeys.	

D. Abraham	and	His	Son	Return	Home	(19)	
	
	
	
Notice	how	this	chapter	points	to	the	gospel	
	
1.	Abraham	[the	Father]	sacrifices	his	son	
2.	The	Son	[Isaac]	submits	to	being	the	sacrifice	
3.	A	substitute	is	sacrificed	in	Isaac’s	place	
4.	The	sacrifice	takes	place	on	Mt.	Moriah	
5.	Abraham	receiving	Isaac	back	is	a	picture	of	one	rising	from	the	dead	(See	
Hebrews	11:17-19)	


